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Welcome to  
King’s Ely Senior...
Where individual talents are nurtured 

and young people are empowered to 

achieve beyond expectations.



Embracing new beginnings...

Whether a pupil is moving up to King’s Ely Senior from King’s Ely Junior or joining us from 

another school, we know that moving to a senior school can be extremely daunting. However, 

they will be joining a school where student wellbeing is as important as exam results and our 

young people are made to immediately feel part of the King’s Ely community. 

We do not have a template for how a King’s Ely Senior student should be and an education here 

is no rehearsal; every day happens only once and we believe that it should be embraced and 

lived to the full.

The spirit of King’s Ely...

King’s Ely students are characterised by their energy, their courage, their 

integrity, their self-knowledge, their courtesy and their sense of humour. An 

assumption of academic achievement is enabled by continuity of approach, 

compassion and systems that will take pupils further than they ever believed 

they could go. 

Flying high takes courage, but those same systems provide a security 

that builds confidence and resilience to meet the challenges of the 

next opportunity. Our aims are lofty, and so should they be, because the 

aspirations for our students are that they will each make a noise in this world 

and make a difference in their homes, their communities, their workplaces 

and beyond.
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Instilling a love  
for learning...

At King’s Ely, education is an education for life. We nurture 

inquisitive minds from an early age in order to stimulate a 

life-long love of learning. How do we do that? We place the 

responsibility for learning squarely with the student.

Our Learning Habits Framework underpins our learning 

ethos. We recognise that learning is both a solo and 

collaborative process and by advocating that pupils take 

risks with their work, we develop their resilience. We seek 

to provide students with the transferable skills that will 

enable them to meet head-on the challenges of the  

21st century.
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Empowered  
to succeed...

King’s Ely is not an academic hot-house. Superb 

results are achieved through inspiration, not pressure, 

and we empower our young people to achieve 

beyond even their own expectations. 

King’s Ely provides an education that enables young 

people to discover their strengths and use their talents 

to help define their identity. Students are challenged 

to set demanding targets for themselves and to take 

risks in their learning, accommodating both success 

and failure in a climate of support. Being challenged 

to step out of one’s comfort zone, both in and outside 

the classroom, quickly becomes a way of life.



Cultivating  
independent enquiry...

From the scale of leptons to the scale of universes, for all things living and non-living, 

Science looks to answer the question ‘why?’; our teaching embraces this spirit of enquiry 

and our students are encouraged and supported to question rather than assume.

Pupils are encouraged to look closely at the world around them, then design, construct, 

manage and evaluate experiments to answer the questions that spring forth. We attend 

workshops at Cambridge University on a regular basis but also delight in inviting 

eminent scientists into our lessons.

At King’s Ely, Science is taught in three separate disciplines – Physics, Chemistry and 

Biology. All teaching takes place in laboratories and we emphasise both the relevance 

and significance of practical work. Schemes of work are coordinated between the 

disciplines to ensure a smooth, cohesive understanding of the whole subject.

Igniting 
innovation...

All STEM subjects are valued just as highly at King’s Ely 

Senior as Science is; and more importantly are as popular 

with our students.

Lessons, as is the case with all academic subjects taught 

here, are led by teachers who are specially trained in their 

field. This, combined with modern facilities and plenty 

of practical hands-on learning, fires students’ enthusiasm 

and engagement for the subject they are studying.

Exciting trips and regular visits from industry professionals 

throughout the academic year contribute to pupils 

developing a real love for STEM subjects, thus resulting 

in many opting to study Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics related degrees at university.
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Celebrating different cultures...

It is not just STEM subjects that are valued here; our Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Department is a hive of 

activity and you can really feel the energy from both the teachers and the students from the moment you walk in.

We thrive on developing linguistic competence in all our pupils while offering a wide range of enrichment 

opportunities. Our aim is to instil a passion and enjoyment for languages and different cultures alike. To achieve 

this, we use a range of teaching and learning strategies and tools, such as exceptional use of new technologies to 

develop all students’ linguistic abilities within different contexts, as well as run initiatives such as the Language 

Leaders Programme and the Language Challenge. 

Similarly, we have strong links with our partner schools in France, Germany and Spain, which allows us to make 

learning a language a rich and real experience, through the use of projects on which to base students’ learning. It 

is very common for our linguists to incorporate the study of a language with another subject at university level in 

order to maximise their employability.
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Excited by the written word...

In a rapidly changing world, we want our pupils to do more than simply respond to the changes 

they face; we want to make them the architects of that change and to be adaptable to change 

brought about by others. All teachers at King’s Ely Senior strive to achieve this but none more so 

than those who teach Humanities’ subjects here.

Whether they are teaching English, History, Classics or Religious Studies, to name just a few, our 

committed teachers strive to continually develop their knowledge and professional practice in 

order to be able to deliver an exciting and rigorous curriculum which meets the learning needs 

of all our students. 

This, teamed with exciting trips and visits throughout the academic year, leads to our students 

questioning the world around them rather than passively accepting its ideas, making them 

hungry to know more in each subject.



Unleashing 
their creativity...

Our Art Department is a thriving and inspiring 

environment where all students are encouraged 

to engage fully with the state-of-the-art facilities 

available. Specialist teachers encourage 

adventurous creativity and students of all abilities 

realise ambitious outcomes, regularly achieving 

some of the highest exam marks in the country.

The department specialises in Fashion and 

Textiles, Fine Art, Sculpture and Photography, and 

everyone has the opportunity to study within a 

supportive environment to produce individual 

artwork of the highest calibre.

The bigger picture...

Opportunities for co-curricular work take place after school each day 

and during evening prep time. This includes work for major exhibitions 

at Olympia, Alexandra Palace, The Apex Gallery and Burghley, as well as 

national, regional and local competitions.

The learning experience for our Art and Design students is further 

enhanced by visits to high-profile exhibitions and participation in lectures 

and workshop activities. Popular choices include the Victoria and Albert 

Museum, Royal Academy and Tate Modern, to name just a few.
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Exceptional 
performance...

King’s Ely Senior has an outstanding Drama and 

Theatre Department with a long history of being 

a valuable and distinguished part of school life. 

The department is buzzing every day, and in the 

evenings, with rehearsals, acting masterclasses 

run by professional practitioners, dance clubs, 

Arts Award drop-in sessions and technical 

theatre clubs.

We aim to stimulate and challenge the minds of 

all our students, whatever their ability, and inspire 

them to develop new skills in all aspects of 

performance and theatre work. Each year there 

are a breath-taking number of shows, including 

a musical theatre production, contemporary 

and classical studio pieces, academic showcases, 

open mic nights, Trinity Speech and Drama 

showcases and a House Drama Competition.

The department is also proud to have 

successfully prepared several candidates for 

theatre school auditions and interviews, and can 

boast a growing number of King’s Ely alumni in 

the performance industry.

Striking a 
chord...

Music is the beating heart of King’s Ely 

and is the reason why the school came 

into existence in the first place. Over 

a third of our students learn a musical 

instrument or receive vocal tuition and 

the quality, range and variety of ensembles 

all attest to the school’s musical pedigree. 

At King’s Ely Senior, we have numerous 

string, woodwind, brass, percussion, 

guitar and rock groups, not forgetting 

our astounding Chapel Choir, the King’s 

Barbers, a fabulous close harmony group 

made up of ex-choristers, and large 

instrumental groups such as the King’s 

Orchestra, Concert Band and Jazz Band. 

The school calendar is jam-packed with 

student-led and professional concerts, 

workshops and masterclasses, all of which, 

together with the excellence of our 

cathedral choirs, highlight how music is 

the soul of the King’s Ely community and 

testify to its inclusivity.
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Playing their part...

We are passionate about Sport and firmly believe that students of all abilities 

should enjoy a wide a range of sporting experiences, whilst at the same time 

making the most of every opportunity to excel. 

King’s Ely Senior provides an outstanding programme of specialist coaching for 

students in Rugby, Hockey, Rowing, Athletics, Netball, Football, Cricket, Tennis, 

Swimming, Golf and Clay Pigeon Shooting – plus we have our own Equestrian 

Team! Other sports and activities on offer include Aerobics, Kayaking, 

Badminton, Pilates, Running Club, Squash, Gymnastics, Yoga and Zumba.

Our facilities include a full-sized, flood-lit Astroturf complex, Sports Hall, 

heated swimming pool, cricket nets, seven tennis courts and over 50 acres of 

well-maintained grass pitches. Our coaches also support students in sports 

they pursue outside school, with many going on to represent their counties, 

regions, and, in some cases, their country.

Racing ahead...

With arguably the best stretch of river for Rowing in the country, it is not surprising that 

King’s Ely has been a strong force in UK Rowing for many years. As one of the major sports 

available to students from Year 8, Rowing is extremely popular here and the benefits 

students reap from the sport are vast.  

The King’s Ely Boat Club is located on the river just a short walk from school, providing 

an uninterrupted stretch of water that runs for over 15 miles in each direction. As with all 

teaching and coaching at King’s Ely, our Rowing coaches are all specialists in their field. 

Our rowers compete at lots of local and national events throughout the year, including the 

National Schools’ Regatta, Henley Royal Regatta and Hampton Head, to name just a few.



Rising to the 
challenge...

From the peaks of Bolivia to the gushing 

torrents of the rivers in the Alps, the Ely 

Scheme, which is unique to King’s Ely, offers 

boundless opportunities for students to 

explore and learn through outdoor education – 

whatever their ability. 

A comprehensive and progressive programme 

of outdoor activities runs throughout King’s Ely 

Senior from Year 9; all of which are facilitated 

by specially trained pupil instructors who learn 

to become exceptional leaders. 

Our aim is to develop each individual student, 

whatever their skill level, concentrating on 

eight major elements: personal skills; self-

confidence; teamwork; leadership skills; social 

and environmental awareness; problem solving; 

ability to cope with difficult situations and 

healthy respect for nature and the outdoors.

Discovering 
their passions...

There is no doubt that the myriad of opportunities 

on offer at King’s Ely Senior plays a large part in 

the life of a student here.

Every day, before school, at break, during 

lunchtimes, after school and in the evenings, 

pupils can be found exploring and developing 

their passions. This may be for sport, music, 

drama or outward bound activities; it may be for 

chess, DT, art, debating, computer programming, 

literature, philosophy, or hip-hop – just a handful 

of the clubs and societies in operation here.

Our jam-packed programme of excursions and 

trips throughout the year, both in the UK and 

overseas, complement the array of clubs and 

activities on offer in school. We believe that 

education should be an adventure, which is why 

we attach so much importance to what goes on 

beyond the classroom or laboratory.
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Nurturing each individual...

The pastoral care at King’s Ely underpins all that we do. Student well-being is paramount and 

our attention to the individual has gained us an outstanding reputation for pastoral care.

School Counsellors are available at the Medical Centre, should a student require confidential 

support in times of trouble. Students also have access to our school Chaplain and Community 

Welfare Advisor. The tutorial system here also provides structure and continuity for each 

student, with a Form Tutor assigned to a pupil throughout their King’s Ely journey.

Working closely with parents and guardians, we are there for each student, celebrating their 

achievements, supporting them through the inevitable problems that arise in adolescence, 

and helping all in our care to develop into responsible, grounded and exciting young people.

Feeling at 
home...

Our vibrant boarding community lies at 

the heart of King’s Ely Senior. British and 

international students from around the 

world are able to live, work and socialise 

together in homely and comfortable 

single-sex boarding houses, sharing all 

aspects of school and boarding house life. 

The dynamic boarding environment here 

encourages students to really live their 

lives to the full. This could be competing 

in an inter-house sports match, acting in 

a drama production or singing in a choir 

in Ely Cathedral. Boarders appreciate 

what it means to be part of a highly 

supportive community and actively 

encourage each other to achieve and 

exceed their potential. 

Boarding students leave King’s Ely 

confident in their ability to communicate 

readily and easily with those from 

different cultures and backgrounds, and 

to take their place in an interconnected, 

globalised world.



Hitting the 
high notes...

King’s Ely has educated the boy choristers of 

Ely Cathedral for over 1,000 years. Early in the 

new millennium, a girls’ choir was founded to 

complement the boys’ choir, and to enable the 

cathedral to hold choral services every day of the 

week in term time. Ely Cathedral Girls’ Choir 

(ECGC) has since become firmly established as 

a central part of the cathedral community.

All members of ECGC are boarders at King’s Ely 

Senior and Ely is the only cathedral in the UK to 

offer this type of intensive chorister experience 

to girls in this age group. Our choristers receive 

a specialist musical education and are treated as 

skilled musicians from the beginning, interacting 

and performing with professional singers, 

organists and conductors on a daily basis.

As well as singing their share of cathedral 

services, ECGC has recorded a number of 

critically acclaimed albums and has performed 

in prestigious venues, including Westminster 

Abbey, the Guards’ Chapel in London and 

l’Église St Eustache in Paris.
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Be inspired...

We know that if we could bottle the spirit 

of King’s Ely Senior we would be onto 

a real winner, but we would like you to 

come and experience it for yourself. Only 

through visiting our school can you feel 

the energy and warmth of our community.
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Energy
 Courage
 Integrity

King’s Ely 

Cambridgeshire 

CB7 4EW

01353 660707 

admissions@kingsely.org 

www.kingsely.org


